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IN THE CLAIMS 

1. (Previously presented) A magnetic tape apparatus for recording and/or 
reproducing Information on a magnetic tape, the apparatus comprising; 
a drum comprising; 

a stationary drum portion including a sliding portion against which [|a]j the 

g operation o e apparatus 
a rotary drum portion rotatably connected to said stationary drum portion 
by a aft, the rotary d n portion including a magnetic need for recording and/or 
,e; cc : j -'j , . „ c ! c rt h h v 

wherein said sliding portion has a generally flat portion formed around a 
circumferential surface of said sliding portion so that the generally fiat portion is 
substantially parallel to a sliding contact surface of said magnetic tape, and has a 
o, ned - > a the c< cu inferential surfa o tl e - onion 
so that said peak portions protrude from said flat portion at a predetermined pitch; 

wherein said flat portion and said peak portions are formed so as 16 dxtehd 
generally cireumterentsally around the stationary drum and to be * ' --c - , ve v 
a lead formed in said stationary drum for guiding the magnetic tape as It slides along the 
sliding portion of the drum; 

wherein a surface roughness Rmax, defined as a maximum height of the peak 
portion s be v. ^ 0 5 pni and about 2.0 pm; and 

wherein a width of said cat portion is between about 10 urn and about 230 urn. 

2-3. (Canceled) 

4. (Original) The magnetic tape apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
sliding portion Is a guide fof gi i ng sa d t age etic tape 
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s The mag 3 - ^ <^ rdmg to claim [[5 

1, wherein the clrcmmfereniia; surface of said stationary drum has a surface roughness 
of between about 1.0 am and about 2.0 urn, said surface roughness being a maximum 
onions 

?. ;Fmv';CiiSiy presented) The magnetic tape apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein the circumferential surface of said guide has a surface roughness of between 
about 1.0 pm and about 2.0 um, said surface roughness being a maximum height of 
sasd peak portions 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Previously presented) The magnetic tape apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said flat portion and said peak portions are formed in a spiral pattern around 
the sliding portion. 

10. (Previously presented) The magnetic tape apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said Oat portion and said peak portions are formed at an oblique angle with 
respect to a circumference of the sliding portion, 

11 (Previously presented) The magnetic tape apparatus according to claim 1, 

a static sry gr ie pes z eel adjacent said drum for guiding the magnetic tape to 
or from the dump the stationary guide including a circumferential surface, an upper 
flange connected to an upper portion of the circumferential surface of the stationary 
guice and a imvor -Range connected to a lower portion of the circumferential surface of 
the stationary guide: and 

a rotar ; ; gmce positioned adjacent said drum for guiding the magnetic 'ape to or 
from the drum, the rotary guide being rofatacle about an axis and including a 
Circumferential surface an jcper flange connected to an upper portion of the 
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circumferential surface of the rotary guide and a sower flange connected to a lower 
portion cf the circumferential surface of the rotary guide; 

wherein the circumferential surface of the stationary guide and/or the 
circumferential surface of the rotary guide has a generally flat portion formed around the 
circumferential surface of the guide so the generally fiat portion formed around the 
circumferential surface of the guide is substantially parallel to a contact surface of said 
magnetic tape, and has a plurality of peak portions formed around the circumferential 
surface of the guide so said peak portions formed around the circumferential surface of 
the guide protrude from said fiat portion formed around the circumferential surface of 
the guide at a predetermined pitch. 

12. (Previously presented) The magnetic tape apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein the fiat portion has a concave form. 

13-18 (Canceled} 

17. (Previously presented) A magnetic tape apparatus for recording and/or 
reproducing information on a magnetic tape, the apparatus comprising: 
a drum comprising: 

a stationary drum portion including a sliding portion against which the 
magnetic tape is in sliding contact during operation of the apparatus; and 

a rotary drum portion rotatably connected to said stationary drum portion 
by a shaft, the rotary drum portion including a magnetic head for recording and/or 
reproducing information on said magnetic tape; 

wherein said sliding portion has a generally flat portion formed around a 
circumferential surface of said sliding portion so the generally flat portion is substantially 
paraiiei to a sliding contact surface of said magnetic tape; 

wherein the sliding portion has a plurality of peak portions formed around the 
circumferential surface of the sliding portion so said peak portions protrude horn said 
fiat portion at a predetermined pitch.; and 
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e e e fla as a cave 

~ - - sly i esentad The magna : spa jpparatus accord tg to cia ? 17 
further comprising: 

t s 1 or ieti for guiding the magnet c tape to 
or from the drum, the stationary guide including a circumferential surface, an upper 
^ c uppe portion of the circumferential surface of the stationary 
guide and a lower flange connected to a lower portion of the Circumferential surface of 
the stationary guide, and 

-:ent said drum for guiding the magnetic tape to or 
from the drum, the rotary guide being rotatabie about an axis and including, a 
circumferential surface, an upper flange connected to an upper portion of the 
circumferential surface of the rotary guide and a lower flange connected to a lower 
portion of the circumferential surface of the rotary guide; 

wherein the circumferential surface of the stationary guide and/or the 
circumferential surface of the rotary guide has a generally fiat portion formed around the 
circumferential surface of the guide so the generally flat portion formed around the 
circumferential surface of the guide us substantially parallel to a contact surface of said 
magnetic tape, and has a plurality of peak portions formed around the circumferential 
surface of the guide so said peak portions formed around the circumferential surface of 
dh said flat pernor *onred around the circumferential surface of 
e c ie at c edetermin I pltcl 



